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Friday 13th May 2016 
From Mrs May 

We have had quite a few visitors into school this week to enhance our curriculum. On Monday 

morning, a theatre company (M&M Productions) transformed our hall into a theatre, complete with 

lights and moving scenery. We were treated to a fantastic performance of Oliver Twist, with some 

wonderful acting and singing. It’s important for the children to see what can be achieved and I hope 

that our own productions will continue to entertain as much as this one did. We have already 

booked them to return next year. 

FA had a visit this week from a representative of the RNLI, as part of their topic work on “People 

Who Help Us”. Mrs Al-Okbi was really proud of how well the children listened and enjoyed the 

session. A representative of the Metropolitan Police visited FA on Thursday and explained what they 

police do and how they help us. There are more visits planned soon for FA. 

This morning, Jamie Gillespie (Max’ dad) led assembly with his friend and colleague, Jozef Metelka 

(world paracycling champion for the last three years). Both gentlemen have below the knee 

prostheses and both are truly inspirational. Jamie makes prosthetic limbs and Josef is a top athlete. 

They talked to the children about the Paralympics and their legs. We are all looking forward to 

watching Jozef at Rio in September. 

 

 

      
 

I’m sure that you will have heard much about Key Stage 2 SATS in the press this week. It seems that 

a great many children, parents and teachers have had a horrible, stressful week. At Longwood, we 

have opted out of such exams. Of course, we still prepare our children for their next schools and we 

keep track of their progress year on year. However, by not subjecting them to SATs, it means that 

the teachers can continue to teach a full curriculum (rather than merely focussing on maths and 

some elements of English). Year Six children this week have enjoyed the usual array of science, 

history, geography, art, French, music, PE and RE and have also had time to start planning their stalls 

for the fete and leading their houses and school council. In other words, a normal week! 

It's been lovely having Nicole Kay in LKS2 this week. She’s been gaining some work experience 

before undertaking a PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate in Education) and ultimately becoming a 

teacher. She has been helpful and very enthusiastic. We wish her all the best. 
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Today we say a fond farewell to Claire (Oak) who is leaving Longwood for pastures anew. Claire has 

worked here for the last ten years and I have never known her to be anything other than friendly, 

happy, hard-working and a pleasure to work with. We all wish her well in her new endeavours and 

she knows that she is always welcome back at any time. 

Welcome to Isabelle, who started working in Nursery this week. We look forward to getting to know 

her better. 

 

From Mr Livesey 

Staffing cont - Alison Lapihuska 

Alison started at Longwood 21 years ago as a newly qualified 

nursery nurse. She has played a major part in the 

development and success of Longwood. Being so confident 

in her ability, she was soon included in the management 

team. Whilst at Longwood she has continued her 

professional development, now holding a degree in 

Education Studies. 

Alison is also our Special Educational Needs Coordinator for 

the nursery, liaising weekly with external professionals and 

attending meetings to support the children. In our last 

Ofsted inspection, Alison proved yet again how her creative 

and inspirational activities help the children’s learning. 

We wish to thank Alison for her absolute commitment to Longwood, good nature and fairness, and 

support for all the team. Alison is also a qualified swimming instructor and teaches children every 

Saturday morning, as well as being a fellow keen supporter of Northampton Saints Rugby Club. 

Equipment – Little Willow has received a new IPad to help the staff with assessment record keeping. 

LKS2 class has some new shelving. The nursery staff have some new uniform.  

 

News From Little Willow 

Here in the little willow room the children 
participated in a cooking activity.  We all had loads 
of fun sitting around the children’s tables with 
aprons on and spoons and mixing bowls set out.  
There was a lot of messy mixing and stirring of the 
ingredients.  Some of the children held the spoons 
very well with the palmer grasp.  
With warm and friendly encouragement from the 
practitioners, the mixing was finished and the 
mixture was put into the baking trays and into the 
oven. 20 minutes later we had the loveliest 
flapjacks ever.  Thank you everyone! 
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Netball Tournament 

 

On Saturday, our netball team took part in a tournament with six other schools at St Margaret’s 

School. The weather was fantastic and the girls played their hearts out. They steadily got better and 

better through the morning and never stopped fighting for the ball. They didn’t win the tournament 

but they certainly deserved a trophy for feistiness and good spirit. I was extremely proud of every 

single girl. Thank you to all the parents for such strong support. We are hoping to start a netball club 

soon as motivation is very high.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longwood Summer Fete 

 

The eagerly anticipated fete is getting closer and plans are well underway. Please make sure the date 

is in your diary (Saturday 25th June, 12-3pm). The school choir will be performing and some of the 

children will be running stalls. We are looking for help in various ways: 

 There is a sign-up sheet for parents willing to help on a stall. Please think about helping out 

for 30 minutes or an hour.  

 On 10th June, we have “Bring a Bottle” day. Please could every child donate a bottle 

(champagne, shampoo, wine, tomato ketchup, etc) for our bottle tombola. 

 We are selling advertising for the brochure. It’s £15 for a quarter page, so if you own or work 

for a business, we would love to have your support. 

 The school hall is going to be a “Market Place”. If you would like to book a table and sell your 

wares, please let us know. Tables are available for £20. 

 We need donations of good quality second hand books and toys, raffle prizes and cakes. You 

can start dropping them off now (not the cakes!). 
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Sports Day 

As you know, it’s Sports Day on 30th June. All school and preschool parents are invited to watch and 

take part. The event will begin with a family picnic at 12pm on the field behind Bushey Grove Leisure 

Centre. School will be providing food for the children. Please can parents bring food for themselves. 

We will all sit together, so rugs and blankets would be useful. Then games and races will take place 

from 1.45 and we will finish with presentations and refreshments back in our school playground at 

3pm. There will be a parents’ race too, so you might want to start training. The day will only take 

place if the weather is nice to us. If it is cancelled, we will put a message on the school website.  

 

Art Exhibition and Year Six Leaver’s Celebration 

 

This takes place on Thursday 7th July at Longwood. Come along from 6pm to view the exhibition and 

buy a piece of art. Every child from FT & FW upwards will be exhibiting and the work is already 

looking fabulous. At 7pm, Year 3-6 pupils and parents are invited into the hall to celebrate our Year 6 

children and their achievements and to hear hot-off-the-press who the new house captains will be. 

There may be one or two other surprises too. 

 

Congratulations 

 

Thank you to Nia and Louis (UKS2) for showing me their creative writing. They each had to describe a 

“Special Place” and they both wrote fantastic descriptions that really transported the reader to 

another world. “…Ballet tulips, one by one, would do an elegant twirl…” and “When it’s been raining, 

the ditch around my tree is the moat and the trunk is the castle” are direct quotes from their essays. 

Such talent and hard work is praiseworthy, so well done to Nia and Louis. 

There’s been a great deal of hard work going on in UKS2 this week. Maiya and Owen were 

experimenting with light and mirrors. Their write-ups were full of scientific vocabulary (do you know 

what an incident ray is?) and were written in a scientific manner (using the passive voice). Their 

diagrams were accurate and a stranger would be able to read their work and repeat the 

experiments. Well-deserved “Awards from Mrs May” to both of them. 

Maiya has done exceptionally well and has earned a second sticker this week.  As house captain, she 

used her own initiative and created a Morgurgo magazine. The first I knew about it was when she 

gave me a copy. What a lovely idea! 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

NB – All new items are highlighted 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 17th May 1-3pm LKS2 Visit to Central 
Mosque, Watford 

 

Friday 20th May 9am in the school hall FA Class Assembly All FA parents 
welcome to attend 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 25th May During the school day Nursery and class 
group photos (Not 
whole of Longwood) 

Children should be in 
pristine summer 
uniform 

Friday 27th May During the school day Talent Show School council to 
organise a sign up 
system. 
 

Wednesday 8th June Leave school at 9, 
return by 3.30 

LKS2 to the Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 
 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
The Chiltern Open Air Museum is a beautiful open air museum with an outstanding collection of 
historic buildings and a working traditional farm. We have booked workshops on Stone Age 
Settlements and Building Shelters, which link in to the LKS2 topic work. The cost is £25 and this 
will be added to your account. 
 

Wednesday 8th June Horse and Chains, 
Bushey at 7.30pm 

FoL Meeting All school and nursery 
parents welcome 

Thursday 16th June Individual classrooms, 
7pm 

Meetings for parents 
to meet their child’s 
new teacher 

All classes in school 
and preschool 

Friday 17th June Leave school at 9am, 
return by 3pm 

FT & FW to Woodside 
Animal Farm 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
Woodside Farm is in Slip End, Luton. We will travel by coach and spend the day in a secure 
environment looking at different animals and having fun together. We have booked a “hands on 
animal encounter” and a tractor ride and will also have access to some fairground rides. The cost 
is £22 and this will be added to your account. 
 

Tuesday 21st – Friday 
24th June 

4 days UKS2 to France Separate information 
given 

Saturday 25th June 12pm – 3pm in the 
school grounds 
 

Summer Fete More details to follow 

Wednesday 29th June 9am-3pm  FA trip to Windsor 
Castle 

Packed lunch required 

 
We have pre-booked a school session, helping the children to appreciate castle life in the past. 
Travel will be by coach and the trip will be during school time. Children will need a packed lunch 
and packed snack in a disposable bag. The cost is £15 and this will be added to your account. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 30th June Picnic at 12pm on the 
field behind the 
leisure centre. Sports 
from 12.45pm. 
Presentations at 3pm 

Picnic and Sports Day All pre-school and 
school children will be 
taking part. Parents 
welcome. Please bring 
your own lunch and a 
picnic rug. 

Friday 1st July School hall  Mini disco 5.30 – 6.30 
(FT/FW/FA) 
Main disco 7-9pm 
(KS1 and KS2) 

Volunteers needed 
please 

Monday 4th July 2-3pm Concert at Purcell 
School 

All KS2 children 

Tuesday 5th July 9.05 in school hall FW Class Assembly All FW parents 
welcome 
 

Thursday 7th July 9.05 in school hall FT Class Assembly  All FT parents 
welcome 
 

Thursday 7th July 6pm in school Art Exhibition All parents in FT/FW 
and main school 
invited to view 
exhibition. Free entry. 
 

Thursday 7th July 7pm in school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All children in LKS2 
and UKS2 to attend. 
Parents welcome too 
(Limit 2 per child).  
 

 


